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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the March 25, 2003, office action, applicant hereby elects 
Group I (i.e., claims 1-3), with traverse. Applicant traverses the restriction requirement on 
the basis that the claims of the present application are closely related and, therefore, require 
common areas of search and consideration. Since no serious burden exists for search and 
examination of the groups defined in the outstanding office action, no benefit is derived from 
imposing restriction among Groups I-IV. Therefore, the restriction requirement should be 
withdrawn. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: ft^/vX 13 ^00^ 



NIXON PEABODY LLP 
Clinton Square, P.O. Box 31051 
Rochester, New York 14603-1051 
Telephone: (585)263-1304 
Facsimile: (585)263-1600 



Michael L. Goldman 
Registration No. 30,727 
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Arlington, VA 22202, on t% <late betow./? 



Date 



R678842.1 



+ 





PATENT 

Docket No.: 19603/3461 (CRF D-2659A) 



J*N THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicants : Gary E. Harman 

Serial No. : 09/927,966 

Cnfrm. No. : 6010 

Filed : August 10, 2001 

For : PROMOTING DEEPER ROOT 

DEVELOPMENT, REDUCING NITROGEN 
FERTILIZER USAGE, IMPARTING 
DROUGHT RESISTANCE, AND INCREASING 
TOLERANCE TO ADVERSE SOIL 
CONDITIONS IN PLANTS 



Examiner: 
I. Marx 

Art Unit: 
1651 



DECEIVED 

* P « 2 I 2003 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 2327 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Box: 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith in the above-identified application are: 

[X] A Response to Restriction Requirement (1 page); and 

[X] A self-addressed, prepaid postcard for acknowledging receipt. 

[X] The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 
which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 14-1138. 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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